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PHOTO 1: Accessible Expressions 1st Place Emerging Artist winner Andrew Angelson, Untitled

PHOTO 2: Accessible Expressions Best of Show winner  – Paul Reiniga, “Self Portrait”
ACCESSIBLE EXPRESIONS AND ART FOR WELLNESS FOCUS ON ARTIST’S ABILITIES AND RECOVERY
Two exhibitions celebrating the talents of very special artists, from the community and from throughout the state will open at Wayne Center for the Arts on Thursday, May 14th from 5 – 8 pm. Arts for Wellness an exhibit presented the Wayne Center and the Mental Health and Recovery Board, will open May 14, 2009 with a reception from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m, along with Accessible Expressions Ohio 2009, an exhibition presented with Very Special Arts Ohio.  The reception is free and open to the public.  Both exhibits will run through June 18, 2009. 

The Arts for Wellness exhibit helps celebrate May as Mental Health Month, showcasing the artistic talents of clients, treatment professionals, family members and friends who are affiliated with and support area mental health and substance abuse treatment services.  The exhibit will include a variety of mediums, including paintings, prose, needlework, fabrics, glass, collages, poetry, photography and sculpture.  

Area service providers, which are funded in part by the Mental Health & Recovery Board, include The Village Network, Christian Children’s Home of Ohio, Every Woman’s House, Outreach Community Living Services, The Counseling Center, STEPS at Liberty Center, Catholic Charities Services, and Your Human Resource Center.

For over ten years, Accessible Expressions Ohio has been VSA arts of Ohio’s annual, adjudicated, statewide art exhibition and tour. Accessible Expressions showcases art created by people with disabilities in three categories: youth, emerging, and professional. Awards are presented in each category as well as an overall Best in Show award. This year’s recipients are: 1st Place Youth – Jesse Fields, “Wild Red Lion;” 2nd Place Youth – Jessica Freshcorn, “Sleeping Bunny;” 3rd Place Youth – Tiffany Roode, “Fish;” 1st Place Emerging – Andrew Angelson, Untitled; Best of Show – Paul Reiniga, “Self Portrait;” and the People’s Choice – Tonia English, 
“Hidden Birds.”
Very Special Arts Ohio (VSAO) is accredited by VSA Arts, an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.  Since 1986, VSAO has provided opportunities for artists and audiences of diverse abilities to share their creativity through a variety of outlets, including arts festivals, special outreach programs to children, advocacy services, training to educators; art residencies and workshops, and performances and exhibitions. 

For more information on these exhibits or any Wayne Center program, call 330-264-ARTS (2787).  Wayne Center for the Arts is a non-profit arts organization established in 1973. Its mission is to strengthen the community by enriching people’s lives through the arts. The organization is located in the old Walnut Street School in downtown Wooster.  The Arts Center is funded in part by private support from patrons, foundations and businesses in addition to public funding by the Ohio Arts Council.
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The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program or organization with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans.


