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PHOTO ATTACHED:
 (Caption – Photo 1 - (Photo by Lifescapes photography)) Counterclockwise from left: Richard Benson as Herr Droselmeyer, Alexandra Hamilton as Clara, Ethan Mann as Fritz and Christina Hackel as Mrs. Stahlbaum in the Wayne Center Ballet’s production of Nutcracker, December 5,6 & 7. Tickets are now on sale at the Wayne Center for the Arts or by phone at 330-264-ARTS (2787)
MEMORIES FOR ALL AT WAYNE CENTER BALLET’S NUTCRACKER 
Grand memories abound for audiences and participants alike at the 10th biennial production of the Wayne Center Ballet’s Nutcracker. The cherished tale of Clara and her journey with the Nutcracker Prince to the Kingdom of Sweets has been part of the community holiday scene since its premiere performance in 1990. Each year brings new surprises and new performers to the Nutcracker, but also rewards with favorite performers, dances and costumes returning to delight young and old. 
This year’s performances will be held at the Wooster High School Performing Arts Center on Friday, December 5th at 7:30pm; Saturday, December 6th at 2pm and 7:30pm; and Sunday, December 7th at 2pm. Tickets are $17.00 for adults, $15 for seniors (60 and over) and $13 for children (12 and under). Arts Center members will receive a discount. The production will feature the Ballet Company, community members, guest artists, and young dancers from the Arts Center's elementary ballet program. 

The production has been heralded for the outstanding quality training, high expectations, and passion that the Wayne Center Ballet artistic directors Judith Miller and Tricia Jenkins Meyer bring to the company. They, along with Artistic Director Emeritus Brenda Klingbeil Schwinn, have led the 121-member cast of dancers, community members, and guest artists through months of rehearsals culminating in this holiday season classic that is a Wayne County tradition. Miller and Schwinn created the inaugural production in 1990.
“I’ve been privileged to watch this impressive production come to life over the first two months of my tenure here at the Wayne Center,” said Robb Hyde, the recently appointed executive director of the Wayne Center for the Arts.  “The arts center has been alive with candy canes, mice and ballerinas of all sizes as they prepare for the biggest event of the holiday season. It’s amazing and energizing to just be around everyone. ”

Wayne Center Ballet dancers performing principle roles this year include:  Wooster High School senior, Alexandra Hamilton as Clara, Triway High School senior, Cassandra Carr as the Dew Drop Fairy, WHS junior Morgan O'Rourke as the Nutcracker Prince, Try junior Kendra Shehy as the Snow Queen and Triway junior, Jenny Shoots as the Mouse Queen. Guest Artists include James Basso and Yuri Kozij as the Russian Trepak and Jennifer Moll Safonovs as the Sugar Plum Fairy; while Brian Murphy and Kelly Brunk will split the role of the Cavalier. Wooster's own community performers Richard Benson as Herr Drosselmeyer,  Lupe Williams as the Housekeeper, and Keith Eriksen and Christina Hackel as Dr. and Mrs. Stahlbaum, will also grace the stage. 
Hackel was a young angel in the first production in 1990. She has literally grown up in the Nutcracker. She is hardly alone as a performer with years of Wayne Ballet Nutcracker experience. Williams was featured as the Housekeeper for the first time in 1992 and Benson has played Drosselmeyer in the last six productions.   

The pride of the Wooster community and Wayne County’s only pre-professional dance company will shine brighter than ever this holiday season. The Wayne Center Ballet invites everyone to revel in the magic and memories of the Nutcracker. 

For more information, call 330-264-ARTS (2787).  Wayne Center for the Arts is a non-profit arts organization established in 1973. Its mission is to strengthen the community by enriching people’s lives through the arts. The organization is located in the old Walnut Street School in downtown Wooster.  The Arts Center is funded in part by private support from patrons, foundations and businesses in addition to public funding by the Ohio Arts Council.

#  #  #

[image: image2.jpg]FOR THE ARTS
Create. . . Explore. . . Enjoy!






The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program or organization with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans.


