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• News Release •
 

Date: January 5, 2009
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Contact Robb Hyde at WCA
330-264-2787 x 206
robbhyde@wayneartscenter.org
 
PHOTO ATTACHED: “Memories of Yellowstone,” by artist Debera Grenert, (needle felted mixed media, 38” x 41”) is one of the works to be presented at the annual W.A.G.E. exhibition at the Wayne Center for the Arts. An Artists Reception will be held Thursday, January 15, 2009 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. The exhibition runs through February 26, 2009.

 
“PERSONAL LANDSCAPES” FEATURED IN ANNUAL W.A.G.E. EXHIBIT AT THE WAYNE CENTER FOR THE ARTS JANUARY 12 THROUGH FEBRUARY 26

 

              The “Personal Landscapes” exhibit is a collaboration of over fifty pieces of art by twenty-two members of W.A.G.E.--- Wayne Artists Group Effort--- a local artists group. W.A.G.E. members meet regularly, providing an opportunity to share ideas and to support each other’s work.  This year’s exhibition presents work in a variety of media, including stained glass, watercolor, acrylic, ceramics, textiles, and wood. It runs from January 12 through February 26, 2009.

Artists participating in “Personal Landscapes” are:

	Curt E. Abbott
Sally W. Abbott
Pat Kuntz Anderson
Cynthia M. Bethel
Lynn Buckland
Jeanne Cremer
Sherrie Dennis
Cheryl Dixon
Julie W. Fisher
Emily Fitch
Kate Freed
	Janice Mori Gallagher
Debera Grenert
Charlene Gross
Linda Keliar
Hope Ann Long
Lorene Meier
Randall Robart
Susan Shie
Joan Staufer
Sue Steiner
Lisa Ohl Wagoner


 

According to W.A.G.E. founder Susan Shie, the group “likes to have themes that are broad enough for lots of different interpretations by the artists… and W.A.G.E. is a very eclectic group in how we respond to our themes.” Shie notes that ever since the first show in 1986, W.A.G.E. artists have come up with as many varied reactions to their themes as they have members in the group. “It's a very good mix of artwork that holds together through a theme, but also comes from all sorts of styles, media, and takes on that theme.”

            Among the featured artists is Debera Grenert who states that her piece, “Memories of Yellowstone,” reflects “the sights, smells and sounds experienced from the seat of a Harley on my visit. Using wool fiber and natural materials to recreate the memories I have of that trip is a big departure from the watercolors I am more comfortable with. I plan to continue painting with wool and pushing my personal limits of creativity.”

            An Artists Reception scheduled for Thursday, January 15th, 2009 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, will celebrate the opening of the exhibition. Light hors d’oeuvres and wine will be served. Entertainment will be provided by Lindsay Beyer, a W.A.G.E. member also known as Pineapple Man, who uses his ukulele to spread the Aloha spirit through  song (additional info included below). The reception is free and open to the public. Please RSVP to the Wayne Center at 330-264-2787 ext 201 or via e-mail to: waynectr@wayneartscenter.

            Wayne Center for the Arts is a non-profit arts organization established in 1973. Its mission is to strengthen the community by enriching people’s lives through the arts. The organization is located in the old Walnut Street School in downtown Wooster.  The Arts Center is funded in part by private support from patrons, foundations and businesses in addition to public funding by the Ohio Arts Council.

#  #  #
 
 The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program or organization with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans
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                         The Story of the Pineapple Man & Pineapple Projects

 

    My legacy, I lost my grandma at an early age. Her passing profoundly effected me, as she’d been a big part of my life. She left  fond memories of music, dancing, being on/near the water and her loving, caring nature. With the premature death of my father in more recent times, I felt a deep void in my life, as he shared her passions and those times were gone. Both their ashes now ride on the waves.

    I longed to stay connected somehow and began playing the ukulele.  Songs that spoke of  the ocean, hearing it’s rhythmic voice, the beauty of  sunsets and moonlight that dance upon it, brought healing and joy.  Although my grandma was Filipina rather than Hawaiian, both  my wife and I were welcomed into their fellowship. Their encouragement and guidance have been a true blessing.

    The pineapple was chosen, for it is the shape of ukulele I play, a prominent fruit of the Pacific islands, plus a symbol of welcome and goodwill throughout history on the Mainland. My moniker is Pineapple Man. Musical endeavors occasionally involve others, hence the name Pineapple Projects. However, the style remains basically mellow and laidback, sung in both English and Hawaiian.

My goal is to share the spirit of Aloha through the gift of song.

I am a member of the Hula Association of the Midwest and UCB Pacific Partners.

    Those influencing me include:

Israel Kamakawiwo’ole, Keali’i Reichel, Dennis Pavao, Dennis Kamakahi

    Past venues include:

Kalahari Water Resort, Cleveland Sheraton Appreciation Dinner, Kent Folk Festival, Lakeland College, Hawaiian Hula Days, Ohana of the Islands Hula School Recitals, Private Parties, School, and Retirement Center Functions

 

I can be contacted at :  (330)264-0905 or pineappleman@embarqmail.com
 

