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Wayne Center for the Arts Launches Photography Contest

More than 20 local artists are participating in the Wayne County Group Effort (W.A.G.E.) annual show that will fill the galleries of Wayne Center from Jan. 14, 2010 to Feb. 19. This year’s theme is Earth Walk, and the works displayed include glass, clay, watercolors, oil-paint, metal, and fabric media.  

According to Susan Shie, one of the founding members of the artists group that meets monthly, every piece is created for this unjuried exhibit, and the artists decide how their work fits into the theme. Shie likes the freedom of the exhibit.

“There is no group deciding what fits. There are no rules, no size or media restrictions for this show, so I enjoy seeing what people come up with,” Shie explained. 

This year’s theme was decided in February, and at each monthly WAGE meeting since then, the artists have shared their works in-progress for it. This allows the artists to watch their peers’ creative process.

WAGE will have both galleries, allowing the artists to submit more than one piece. Shie, known for her paintings on fabric is submitting one piece that is on three panels. Each panel focuses on President Obama’s walk through the first year of his presidency, with his inauguration, his speech in Egypt and receiving the Nobel Peace Prize in Norway. 

The exhibit also includes work by Sherrie Dennis, whose painting, A Woman’s Walkabout, started as a small paper collage and was transformed into an acrylic on canvas painting measuring 12’ x 18’.

Artist Lisa Wagoner, will present watercolors, a wool felted piece and a quilt all inspired by the raising of her family, which she says is the most significant part of her Earth Walk. 

WAGE’s own Earth Walk began in 1986, when Shie first gathered a group of local artists to discuss the creative process. What started as weekly brown bag lunches attended by a few people, has become a monthly gathering of more than 20 artists from various counties and with different skill levels and careers.
An opening reception celebrating the new exhibit will be held Thursday, January 14 from 6 to 8 pm at the Wayne Center for the Arts. The event is free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be served.
Artists participating in this year’s exhibition are:

Curt E. Abbott

Sally W. Abbott

Pat Kuntz Anderson

Cynthia M. Bethel

Lynn Buckland

Jeanne Cremer

Sherrie Dennis

Cheryl Dixon

Julie W. Fisher

Emily Fitch

Kate Freed

Janice Mori Gallagher

Debera Grenert

Charlene Gross

Linda Keliar

Hope Ann Long

Lorene Meier

Randall Robart 

Susan Shie

Joan Staufer

Sue Steiner

Lisa Ohl Wagoner

About the Wayne Center for the Arts

The Wayne Center for the Arts has been offering culturally stimulating arts experiences to Wayne County residents for over 31 years. The center, formerly known as the Wooster Arts Center, was founded in 1973 on the campus of The College of Wooster. In 1984, through a gift from the Rubbermaid Foundation and with the support of the community, the Arts Center was able to move into the newly renovated Walnut Street School at 237 South Walnut Street, Wooster. 

Since its beginning in 1973, the center has continued to grow offering numerous activities throughout the year including classes, special events, performances and exhibits. In June of 1999, The Rubbermaid Foundation donated the Walnut Street building to Wayne Center for the Arts assuring the community that a cultural arts center would continue to thrive in the downtown Wooster area. For details, see www.wayneartscenter.org. 
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The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program or organization with state tax dollars 
to encourage economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans.

